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subject  to  the  control   of stronger   characters
than himself.
But Catherine made no attempt at any such
control, though Anne Boleyn was one of her
Maids of Honour, closely attached to her train
at Court. She neither made scenes, nor intrigued
to recover her position. What she did do was
to remain absolutely steadfast in her determina-
tion that her husband should never have it in
his power, so far as she could prevent it, to call
any other woman wife and Queen,
On that she was inflexible, and the very
simplicity of her character lent her strength.
As the shameful efforts against her legitimate
position increased in violence, when Wolsey
had lent himself to the plan, when all Europe
was discussing it and was concerned with the
fate of the Queen of England, she remained
immovable and almost silent.
She depended, of course, almost entirely
upon the advice of her nephew, the Emperor
Charles V; his Ambassador was her chief Council-
lor; she did all by his advice. There, again,
perhaps she was too docile or too humble. She
might have attempted more on her own initiative,
for it must be remembered that the Emperor
had many political ends to serve; he needed
Henry's help against the rivalry of France, and